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Pr-csirlent

Vicc Prcsidcrtl

Scc:rclary
'frcitsrtrcr

Conrtni ttcc M ctltllct s

(lr-uctttc Ftttttllat tt

Ron Orvt',tt

Glcnys Orvcti
Kirllty I'tlrvcr
Artn-Mitrie Lcc

ilcirlltcr M cKcrchiti r

Rort Tlultnson ';

.Trrccl ytt Iiotrtttrirt
I-ois Rohcrlson

Sincc thcrr llrc clult lras soilc l'r'0nt strcrlgllt lo strcttgllt ltn(l llow has 60 f irtancial tltcttttrers'
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in lltc ltrctt. l-orlil ttllty lhc Ccllltr C''lttll cotttittr'tc'
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TI]E CELLAR CI-UB INC

T'FIE YI]ARS 198I TO 1986

I arrived in Wellilrgton in 1980 rvitlt au irtterest in rviue that had been sparkecl by
living in London rvith visits to France and ltaly. I lrad nevcr bccu to Wcllington
previously, let along ptrcltased a bottle of rvine in the city, Jocelyn arrd I flattcd in
Old Coach Road in Jqhnsonville for l5 nrontlrs. Our shoppirrg uscd to bc
cornpleted on Tltursclay evcuiug after work, or ou Saturday ntorrrirrg, in thc
Johnsonville Mall. It rvas dttring those slroppirrg jaunls that rve rnct l(athy Porvcr
in tlte 'frust wine shop tltat frorttecl onto Johnsonville Road. Katliy rvas

instrunrental in getting the group of iutelested people togethcr, and as l{on
Tltonrson has described, the Cellar Clutr rvas lrorn.

After starting wilh an intcrrtationnl crickctcr as our [irst gtrcsl. sl.rcrrlicr', rvc lrad thc
"Who's Wlto" of thc Wellingtott rviuc sccnc as gucst speakc'rs ovcr thc rrcxt fir,c
years. Obtaining tlrose speakers rvas always the nrost signilicant and clrallcrrgiug
task of tlte contnrittee ntelubcrs during thosc early 1,ears. Flowevcr, on rcflcctiorr,
att excellertt jol'r rvas clone. Ilou, is this for a list - RrettNcrvcll, John Urrck, Gcoff
Kell1,, Miclrael Morris, Pctcr I(uurblc, Kcn I(irkpatrich, AIlcn Ilogau, Mikc Boclnar'
and Peter Withington (Jolrn Rull in Bond Strect).

There rvere sonre rvondertirl highlights frour tlrose eveuings. There is one irr

particular that is rvortlt a merttion hcrc. Geoff Kelly presented a chaurpagnc tastirrg
in Jtrne 1982. I repeat tltesc conrurcuts fronr the July [982 nervslettcr. "Ccoffs
choice of the nigltt was the NV Pol Rogcr. IIe gavc it a strong rccollnrenclation.
For those who rvant to put sontc Pol Roger in their cellars, Li<luorland had a large
strpply on their shelves in ttrid-Juue at $14.79 per bottle. Il.cntenrber Geoffs rvords
thal. this is excellent chatnpagtrc, at a vely cheap price, the likes of rvlrich wc slrall
ncver see again. So doti't wait!" I)on't rvait indcccl ! 'flrc 1976 L)cutz also (tatLrrcd

in the tasting. lt was for sale at the f.inrc tor $25.80. Woulcln't it be lovcll,to be

ab_le to buy this Christmas' chanrpagne at those prices.

Marry otlrer evenirtgs cau be recallcd rvitlrout re[ereuce to tlrc history bool<. Mikc
Boclltar, knorvn for jotrnralisnt cxploits al the tinre, spokc to rrs on glassrvare. This
evetling lvas partictrlarly sttccessful attrl errtertaining ancl I scenr to recall rvc lrad a

record atte ndattce. Rccord atte ttdattccs placed strain on our organisational
resotlrce, especially wltett thc evettittgs rvere held in tlre "dungcon" ol- thc Iltrrlrra

I.oclge. Prcuriscs rvcrc alrvays topical, bttt tltc'frtlst rvas invariably atllc to

accotnrttotlittc tls.

Ken I(irkpatrick prescntecl a great cvenlng tvitlt sontc cloctorirtg oI rvines - salt'

Sgg1l., tllc sarne rvile servccl at roonl tcnlpcratttre alcl cold - thc taste buds rvere

put to the test. Rurnble, cliflereut as ahvays, introclttced us to the

"atonr-stltas[ter" to lvarm tlte rcds in rvirltel"

'['hc rvirrc cornltauics also featured on 6rtr gucst list dtrring tltosc years' I guess tt

is not srrrprising k'l sec Montatia ott the list on a cottlllc of ciccasions, as \vcll as

Corbaus. 'l'[cy rverc joined by Mission, St Ilclcna, Ivlatawltero, and Cooks

antong othcrs. tlie l982 opi,iion of thc l\'lission rvittes rvas not favourable'

Tftcrc rverc best srrltscd up try tltat ntan s'llo a[vays callcd a spade a spade -

Charlie Illl - "thc ltest rvinc of thc niglrt r.vas tlrc qtlaffing wius'" (lt was ttot a

Mission labcll)

.flie 
nricl-1,car attc.l Christnras dinners becattrc a fcature of tlre club's calendar

frorn the bcgirrrriDg. Tlte venttes rvill bring back rnenlorics for sonre of the

members - christnras buffet at the Rrtrma L,oclge, Ma Maison' Frasers,

Roxbr-rrglr, Oricrls, Ilarl of Pettrbrolie - tltc tlatlres Itavc changcd, the BYO stattts

,nay hnu" cltatlgccl, but mostly, tltc restaurants havc rcmairtcd'

Our club nray be lcss prctentious llran sonte otlrers in the city, btrt it has sen'cd a

rvonclerfrrl purposo for its ltlany tnentbers ovcr thc past l5 years. I anr

convinccd it rvill coritirtLre to do so.

Graenre Fottrrtaitr.



FROM MEDIOCRE HYBRID TO OUTSTANDING VARIETAL
THE NEW ZIJALAND WINE SCENE 19BO-1995

This Cellar Club was established in 1 980
and incorporated in 1 981 for the purpose
of appreciating New Zealand vrine. The
1 5 year period of the Club's life has
seen a remarl<abl-e improvement in the
quality New Zeal-and wine.

In 1978 the Chief Judge at our national
wine competition, dr Arnerican, Dr Maynard
Amerine tactfully told inl-erviewers whaL
he thoughL of our wine "New Zealand makes
the best New Zealand wine in the world".
Then a lob of New Zealand wine was made
from hybrids which are a cross of European
and American grapes bred to produce
hardier vines with larger yield. The
disadvantage is h coarse wine, especially
in the aftertaste, which lacks in body and
flavour. The reader may reca1l the
CoId Duck or the Bakano hybrid dry red.

The 1 9B0s saw a consistenL drive by
entrepreneurs in the industry towards
producing qualit.y varietal wines. As
Raymond Chan explained in his September
presentation to the Club, varietal
grapes are those used to make the
qualit.y wines of France. New regions
were tried like Marlborough, Otago,
and Martinborough with a success tl-rat
reful-ed l-he original scepL.ics.

)
)'

)
)

This drive included improvernents vril-h vine
canopy managernent to optiltize grape ripening,
experiments with differenl- nethods of
fermentation, and t.he acknowledgment that-
even excellent wine like any other product
has to be rnarketed.

The f igures and praises spea)< for thernsefves.
There were 78 medals including 7 golds awarded
to New Zealand wines at the 1994 InternationaL
Wine Challenge in London which is the world's
Iargest wine competition. The prestigious
Arnerican wine magazine, The Wine Spect-ator,
f eatured 10 pages on New Ze,:'Iand wines
concluding that "New Zealand is on the way to
becoming one of the world's great whj.te wine
mal<ing areas". BiIl- Gunn the British lvlast-er
of Inline is also i-mpressed with I']ew Zealand
reds having "perhaps the biggest
transformation with Cabernets having meilow
plummy fl-avours and Pinots continuing to
st.artle wit.h tireir vivid black cherry aromas".
In dollar terms the annual export of wines
is approaching the $100 million mark.

Ttre fut-ure looks promising as well as
challenging. Bob Campbell sees the danger of
another "wine lal<e" and "vine puIJ-" Iike 1985
if the present rate of planLings continues
without. the sal-es. For the consumer there is
tire promise of greater variety at improved
qualiLy. The Club has not been disappointed
with the results of the last- 1 5 years and
Iooks forward with high expectation to an
exciLirrg future for New Zealand wines during
the next 15 years.

Franl< McCarthv
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'I'lte Yeat's 1990 to 1995

From tlre beginning in 1981, one of the basic ainrs

of the Cellai-Club Jnc. was tlte appreciation of
New Zeaiancl tvirtes in convivial strrrottrtclings. Irt

the latter years, this crrtphasis ltas. continucd rvith
many greit tasting expeiie.nces witlr thc cpitorne of
New /ealancl rvin?s, btrt balanced occasionally
witlt sonte importecl rvines, jtrst to keep the
assessment of ottr wittcs in perspective.

The Club has cotttitttred tlre tltentes of previor'ts

vears wil.lt visits from winemakers, witle comparly
iepresentativcs attd experts in tnany diflfercnt
aspects oF thc winc world.

In fact, the list of spcakers in reccttt years
reads like a "Who'i Wlto". Wine tnal<ers ancl Wine
Managers suclt as Allan Johnson (Palliser Estate)

and Andierv Shackelton (Te Kairanga) from

ssion),
imProvecl !, Elise l\tfontgomerY-

yn Corban (Ngatarawa), Denis Invirl
. . . the list goes on.

larger premises ! Did we all agree tlrat Villa
Ir4alia Shiraz was the icleal accontpatlimen[ to

chocolate clessert ?

8

Bill Ilarnes, Consular Gcncral frorn the Anrericar-r
Embassy gave us an cxcellenl itrsight to
Californian wines - cspecially rcmenrbcrecl is thc
range of Zinanclcls! I-lis talli rvas lirll of
anccdo[es anci historical references to l'aruous
Anrericzrn people anil their apprcciation of rvine.
Fii.s prescnta[ion r,vas vcllcd "'l'asling of tltc year
in 1993.

NIy orvn talk on "Pinot Noir front around thc Worid"
in 1990 sparkcd an inicrest in Rccl Burguncly for
n)any pcoplc and introcluccd rrs to choicc ol'
rvltich "clones" of PinoL Noir shoulcl bc grorvn iu
Iv{artinborou gh?

As rnentionccl abovc it is inrportant to kcclt thc
stanclarcl oI Ner.v Zcaland wincs in pcrspcctive and
n'e havc been treatccl [o sonre great taslings of. 

.

irrrllortccl tvincs. I\4alcolrtr ir4nclntvrc 0(ilchcrrcr
Wirres) introclLrccd thc ivincs of'tlic Iiltone, (ancl
several Chantpcnoisc taslings).

Rrett Novcll (liuror.vinc) shorvccl us supbcrb ltalian
rvjncs and at really contpctitive prices . 'ftrcse
lvere the wines of 'l'erre clel Tcmpo and Boscaini,
Italian wines have ccrtainly inrprbvcrl!

One of thc real highlights n,as tl',e reccnt ,,'forrr 
ol.

IlrAltce" - sub titlcd "llack to llasics" ri,ith l{aynroncl
Clran. A visit to all of tlrc nrain rcgions irr
Irrauce rvas iuclrrclccl via sonre grcaL r,,,iues.

Over reccnt yeafs, a tasting ol Gold lt,leclal u,incs
from either the Air Ncw Zealand Wine Arvards or the
Itoyal llaster Sltow has bcen a stanclard part of the
annual prograllulte. Tliese have bceit lrostccl bt, Winc
Juclges and experts such as John Cornc.riorcl anci
David Weal,hcrburn - ancl others I 'l'hcse clo
illustrate the cpitomc of Nclv Zc.rlarrcl u,irre.

A rnention nrLrst bc luacle of rcgular spcalicr.s srrclt as
llaxter lragan in Back-to basics tastirrgs , Joltrr
Forgie fi'onr Babich arrd John Follas 1.r-orrr llunrblcs



A trip to Martinborouglr to "N4cet tlrc Winc-rual(crs"
has become a biennial event. 'I'lre wincries "over
the hill" have certainly turnecl it on for us
during both of the recent successful visits.

The traditional mid-year and Christrnas clinners
have, of course, continued. These continue to
grow in popularity - so rnuch so it is
becoming increasingly difficult to find a BYO
restaurant that can accornrnodate 50 plus nrenrbers !

The decision to start a formal cellar for the
Cellar Club Inc in 1991 seemed a logical step
so that wines could be ased to shorv their true
potential.
These are now servecl at specialist tastings or at
the AGM each year.

The Club vear now starts with an informal
Bar-b-quein January where members can nreet ancl
discuss the wines thev have discovered over the
holidays with a liberil'sampling of BYO wines
of course !

This theme is continued throughout the year with
the emphasis on tbe appreciation of wine in
convival company and surroundings. The Cellar
Club Inc mav not be the most exclusive wine club
in Wellingto-n (and it certainly not the rnost
expensive!) but there is a certain pride in
tasting excellent wines, at minimal cost (still

less than $1.40 per taste !) - with no
pretensions.

As Myra Waldo (an American Wine Writer) once
said:-

"Wins should be a part of every day life,
completely free of fuss and feathers and entirely
without pretension".

We could not have put it in a better way and we
are sure the next 15 years will be even more
exciting and rewarcling for tlre Cellar Cltrb Ilrc.
with many more "Metnorable Tastings".

Afnn Evan t 10
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